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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

THE SHEPHERD’S SPECTACULAR SCENE 

Author: Jim Elliff 

Angels appeared around the birth of Christ as 
shining messengers of God. For humble earthy 
shepherds given what might seem like a bit part 
in the drama of the redemption of mankind, this 
was, nonetheless, a spectacular scene. Angelic 
activity among men, when visible, is remarkable 
at any time. The stunning glory accompanying this 
message was augmented to fit the eternity-altering magnitude of its content. God 
celebrated his mercy. 

Note first the other appearances of angels at the time of Christ’s birth, and then the 
one angelic display unique to the others which includes the lowly shepherds. These 
were the actual appearances, not dreams of angels speaking which happened to 
Joseph more than once. 

The angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah the priest that he would have a son 
named John who would prepare the way for Christ 

Then Gabriel was sent to Nazareth where he announced to the virgin named Mary 
that she would have a child named Jesus, “the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of his father David.” 

And, for our focus, we see the most breathtaking of angelic appearances which hap-
pened in Bethlehem before rustic shepherds at night. Picture in your mind the 
setting from this short sentence below. This otherwise routine pastoral scene is 
soon to change. 

“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night.” (Luke 2:8) 

First, An Angel 

Was it Gabriel who appeared to the shepherds on this mundane night? We don’t 
know for sure.  

Gabriel is not called an archangel, such as Michael was, but he is obviously very 
prominent in the order of messengers of God. We might surmise that Gabriel was, 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

National Founders Conference 

— January 18-20, 2024. 

Theme: Remember Jesus Christ 

(2 Timothy 2:8) with Tom Ascol, 

Phil Johnson, Conrad Mbewe, 

Joel Beeke, & Travis Allen. Go 

to founders.org/conference for 

more information. 

True Church Conference —

February 15-18, 2024. Theme: 

9 Maxims of a True Church. 

Anchoredintruth/true-church-

conference. 

Founders Midwest Conference 

— February 27-28, 2024. First 

Baptist Church, Fenton, 

Missouri. Theme: Learning 

from the Puritans Today. 

Sbfcmw.com 

If you have a conference or event 

that you would like listed here, 

please contact us by email: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

in fact, the one chosen for this assignment since the other important messages 
from God about the birth of Christ were delivered by him.  

Hebrews 1:14 reveals that angels are “ministering spirits sent out to render ser-
vice for the sake of those who will inherit salvation.” Announcing the birth of the 
Savior would certainly be within this angel’s sphere of duty. These glorious be-
ings, the most magnificent of God’s creatures, had no deceit, ulterior motive, or 
impurity and could be safely trusted to bring the exact message God himself 
wanted to be heard. 

Here is the first level of glory. The angel “stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around” the shepherds, causing them to be frightened beyond de-
scription.  

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of Da-
vid a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12  

The shepherds were the first to get the message on the day Christ was born! And 
they would be the first to see the baby outside of the family. This is stated with 
gravity and joy, but more glory is to follow. 

Then, A Multitude of Angels 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!” Luke 2:13-14 ESV 

Remember, the first angel was standing before these humble and obviously be-
fuddled shepherds. Did this multitude of angels stand as did the first one, or hov-
er above them? We aren’t told. In Bethlehem there are undulating hills. Imagine 
these hills illumined with shining angels praising God and declaring this attribu-
tion of praise about God and an astounding declaration of peace with God for all 
people “with whom he is pleased” which followed the announcement of Christ’s 
birth.  

All of a sudden the one magnificent Angel became an army, “a multitude of the 
heavenly host.” The “host of God” is the term for the army of God acting under 
his orders. The host of God was together voicing these words from God joyfully 
having just come from the presence of their commander and ruler of the uni-
verse with express orders to deliver it.  

That often-repeated, half-sleepy vigil in the darkness now becomes the night of 
nights, the scene of scenes regaled by radiant angels sent directly from God. It 
was the earthly birth announcement of the King. If to shepherds it was astound-
ing beyond anything they had ever known or would know, to angels it must have 
been even more so. Could they understand it? The eternal Son of God, whom 
they had served in heavenly places in majesty, had just come among men by 
means of a human/divine birth in a stable in order to live among men as redeem-
er for sinful humans. It was a display of mercy which was unimaginable prior to it 
happening, by both angels or humans. 

Ennobled heavenly creatures sent from God and abased, mortified, and con-
demned men gazed at each other in amazement and shared the confounding 
glory of the Savior’s birth. Be astounded and rejoice with them. 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Terry Coker 

Fenton, Missouri 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

Stephen Atkinson 

CWI (N America) - www.cwina.org 

Director of Ministry  

Rogers, Arkansas 

Email: sgt.atkinson@gmail.com 

Phone: 479-225-4269 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is 

honored in all that we do. We welcome churches who 

adhere to the confessions of faith accepted by Southern 

Baptists throughout their history, including, but not 

limited to, the Second London Confession (1689) and 

the Baptist Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

(785) 456-3796 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

Terry Coker, Moderator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Brandon Rhea, Vice Moderator 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 
Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Eugene Jennings, Treasurer 

pastor@fbconaga.org 

Bill Ascol 

bill0615@att.net 

David Atkins 
david@redeemersgracewichita.com 

Kelly Gienger 

kpgienger@gmail.com 

Dexter Priest 

dexterpriest20@gmail.com 

Kyle Carlson 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com  


