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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

THE GOODNESS OF LIGHT 

Author: Daryl Wingerd 

As I grow older, I find myself noticing darkness 
more and more. Perhaps my increasing awareness 
is due to a mild decline in my vision, my 20/20 
days being long past! In any case my awareness of 
darkness was accentuated a few weeks ago when 
we set the clocks back. Gone for now are those 
bright summer evenings with sunsets that linger 
well past 9PM, giving way to 5PM sunsets and black of night by 7:00. 

My awareness of darkness is not to be equated with a fondness for darkness. 
In fact, I don’t care for it at all. Aside from the kind of darkness that exists 
behind my eyelids while I’m sleeping, I find myself strongly partial to light. If I 
buy a flashlight, it will be a very bright one. I prefer brightly lit rooms and 
high beams while driving (I still switch to dim when required for oncoming 
traffic, but sometimes a bit begrudgingly). I’m fascinated by, and a bit envi-
ous of, those three huge and brilliant headlights on the front of freight loco-
motives. Anything that dispels the darkness thoroughly is my friend, and the 
brighter, the friendlier. 

As I consider these distinctions between physical darkness and light, I am also 
aware of the “darkness” of my aging father’s near total vision loss. To him, 
whether summer, winter, spring, or fall, even the brightest day is dim, and 
low-light conditions appear to him almost as night. The path before him, 
however smooth and straight, is no longer easy to navigate as he feels tenta-
tively for each small step. Having fallen a few times, he needs a steady-
handed escort for nearly every walk outside of the familiar setting of his own 
home. Often as I walk with him, I describe what lies ahead and steer him 
clear of even small obstacles. I act as his stand-in for the “light” of good vi-
sion.  

Watching my father struggle in this way leads me to think of the spiritual 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

National Founders Conference 
— January 18-20, 2024. 
Theme: Remember Jesus Christ 
(2 Timothy 2:8) with Tom Ascol, 
Phil Johnson, Conrad Mbewe, 
Joel Beeke, & Travis Allen. Go 
to founders.org/conference for 
more information. 

True Church Conference —
February 15-18, 2024. Theme: 
9 Maxims of a True Church. 
Anchoredintruth/true-church-
conference. 

Founders Midwest Conference 
— February 27-28, 2024. First 
Baptist Church, Fenton, 
Missouri. Theme: Learning 
from the Puritans Today. 
Sbfcmw.com 

Missions & Evangelism 
Conference — May 3-4, 2024. 
Trinity Baptist Church, 
Wamego, KS.  

If you have a conference or event 
that you would like listed here, 
please contact us by email: 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com. 

darkness of this world, and of those who walk its treacherous paths. 
Though they may see clearly in ways that my father cannot, being blind to 
the moral and spiritual pitfalls and snares that lie in their way, they blun-
der pitifully along. Not only do they lack a reliable escort to help them 
avoid trouble, they are drawn to similarly blind companions. As might be 
expected when the blind lead the blind, they stumble and fall into deeper 
and deeper misery, storing up wrath for themselves in the day of God’s 
judgement. “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Cor. 4:4). Of the people in this 
pathetic condition John wrote, “And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their deeds were evil. For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed” (John 3:19-20). They love what will destroy them, and they hate 
what could save them.         

Despite the physical darkness that invades earlier and earlier each evening 
in the winter, a corresponding spiritual blessing is depicted as people 
begin to light up their homes and yards for Christmas. Ironically, it is the 
encroaching darkness that provides the perfect canvas for this artistic dis-
play. Whether the people who set out these lights realize it or not, to 
those who understand the true meaning of Christmas they represent a 
cheerful goodness, a reminder that though the darkness has always afflict-
ed mankind, it did not, has not, and shall not overcome the light. As John 
wrote in the introduction to his gospel, 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  (John 1:1-5) 

Jesus—the “Word” John wrote of—later said of himself, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life” (John 8:12).  

Therein lies the critical option before all people, including you: Will you go 
on stumbling in spiritual darkness, leading to death and condemnation? 
Or will you follow Jesus who is the light of life, to eternal life? 

If you will consider this carefully and with your strongest sense of self-
interest, you will soon be, along with all other followers of Jesus, be 
“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inher-
itance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of dark-
ness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:12-14). 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Terry Coker 

Fenton, Missouri 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

Stephen Atkinson 

CWI (N America) - www.cwina.org 

Director of Ministry  

Rogers, Arkansas 

Email: sgt.atkinson@gmail.com 

Phone: 479-225-4269 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is 

honored in all that we do. We welcome churches who 

adhere to the confessions of faith accepted by Southern 

Baptists throughout their history, including, but not 

limited to, the Second London Confession (1689) and 

the Baptist Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

(785) 456-3796 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

Terry Coker, Moderator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Brandon Rhea, Vice Moderator 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 
Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Eugene Jennings, Treasurer 

pastor@fbconaga.org 

Bill Ascol 

bill0615@att.net 

David Atkins 
david@redeemersgracewichita.com 

Kelly Gienger 

kpgienger@gmail.com 

Dexter Priest 

dexterpriest20@gmail.com 

Kyle Carlson 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com  


