


Spurgeon Baptist Association Website: www.spurgeonbaptistassociation.org ~ E-Mail: SmiEdward@aol.com 

(Continued from page 1) 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We can look at this from a biblical theology of sin as well. We 
know from all the texts given last week that humanity is born 
with enmity in the heart and at war with God. This shows the 
results of the Fall. In this each person is born a selfish and self-
centered individual. There is no love for God and each person 
does all that is done out of love for self. This is why Titus 3:3 
speaks of unbelievers like this: “For we also once were foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating 
one another.” Even when an unbeliever is outwardly nice to an-
other person, the unbeliever hates the other person. Why is that? 
Because no unbeliever loves God and so is not doing what is 
truly good for other people with true love as the intent. God is 
what is best for another person and loving God and God alone is 
what is good for any person. If we are not leading another per-
son toward love for God, we hate them in reality and practice.  
 
The world is against God and the nicest of people leading others 
to do outwardly good things are acts of people that hate God. 
Anything not done out of love for God and His glory is being 
done in a way that is opposite to and opposed to God and His 
purpose of humanity in creation. “For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Morality is not deter-
mined by outward things and pleasing people, it is determined 
by whether it is out of love for God and whether it is an expres-
sion of the glory of God through human beings intended for His 
glory. There simply must be true love as defined by the love of 
God poured out in the soul by the Spirit (Romans 5:5) and a true 
working for the goal of other people to love God for there to be 
true peace.  
 
What is being written here may sound very shocking to some 
people. But it will actually become even more shocking when 
this is seen in more detail. This is not given to shock or offend, 
but is done in an effort to show how important the Gospel is for 
there to be any peace at all. The Gospel is not just something 
that people hear and then are saved, but it is the only way there 
will be any true peace on this planet and universe at all. A 
peacemaker is not one that goes around and gets people to stop 
the outwardly bad things they are doing, the true peacemaker is 
only an instrument in the hands of Christ seeking true peace 
with God and then other humans. All war between people or 
nations is caused by war with God and so the only hope for 
peace is the Gospel which brings peace with God.  
 
Did Christ do all that He did to bring peace? "Do not think that I 
came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, 

but a sword. 35 "For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS 
FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, 
AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-
IN-LAW; 36 and A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEM-
BERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 37 "He who loves father or 
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 "And he 
who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me. 39 "He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has 
lost his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 10:34). Luke 
puts it like this: “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on 
earth? I tell you, no, but rather division” (12:51). There will be 
true enmity and division on earth because the Gospel brings di-
vision. The Gospel necessarily brings division because those 
who have peace with God no longer love the world and are like 
God while the world loves the world and hates God.   
  
Because of the fact that true peace is only found with other hu-
man beings when one has peace with God, there will be much 
division in the world. In all areas of life true believers will be at 
war. We know that we are at war with the devil and his children 
work for him. The believer who loves God and is at peace with 
God will find that there is no true peace with those who hate 
God in all that they do. II Timothy 3:4 tells us that unbelievers 
are “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.” Believers are 
to be lovers of God rather than the pleasures of the world. In 
fact, I John 2:15 sets this out and why this is true: “Do not love 
the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” No one loves the world if 
the love of God is in him or her.  
 
We may think of things that go on at what we call “church” are 
surely the things of peace. We may think that things that go on 
within a denomination are things of peace. However, religion is 
also one way that men express their enmity to God and true 
peace. Jeremiah 6:14 demonstrates this point:  "They have 
healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, 
'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace.” There are many within 
the visible church that are running around crying out for peace. 
But many of those same people do not have peace with God and 
are in fact at enmity with Him. The result of that is that "They 
heal the brokenness of the daughter of My people superficially, 
Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace” (Jeremiah 8:11). 
Without the true Gospel even those within the visible church are 
at enmity with God while work at church, sing songs and pro-
fess love to Him.  
 
The world ceases from hostility out of nothing but self-interest, 
but they do not have real peace with love built on love. When 
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worldly people become religious, those people may be very re-
ligious but still not have a change from a worldly heart. 
“Worldliness is departing from God. It is a man-centered way 
of thinking; it proposes objectives which demand no radical 
breach with fallen man’s nature; it judges the importance of 
things by the present and material results; it weighs success by 
numbers; it covets human esteem and wants no unpopularity; it 
knows no truth for which it is worth suffering; it declines to be 
a ‘fool for Christ’s sake.’” When we understand that, we will 
know what it means when Christ tells us to deny ourselves, take 
up our cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23).  
 
True peace will never happen apart from the true Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. People can strive for peace within a denomination in 
many ways, but it will not happen apart from the true Gospel. 
Without denying that people will cease hostilities and work to-
gether in certain ways, the Bible is clear that there is no true 
peace apart from the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There can be no 
true unity in a church or denomination that is not founded on 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When peace and unity are attempted 
apart from the Gospel, even if it is said to be for the sake of the 
Gospel, it is nothing more than the world’s way to obtain peace. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ divides people because it demands 
that people repent of their very self. The practice of outward 
religion goes on and in great numbers because it pleases people 
as they do all for themselves in intent and motive. Preaching is 
done for selfish reasons and self-love too. Preaching in 
churches and work in denominations can be done out of self-
interest and the things done for self rather than truly out of love 
for Christ. “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from 
envy and strife, but some also from good will; 16 the latter do it 
out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the 
gospel; 17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition 
rather than from pure motives” (Phil 1:15-17).  
 
John 14:27 tells a different story: "Peace I leave with you; My 
peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.” 
Jesus has a different kind of peace than the world offers. Jesus 
was also speaking to religious people when He said this. There 
is a kind of peace that people within churches and denomina-
tions seek that is truly the kind of peace that the world gives 
and is not the kind of peace that Jesus gives. The word “gospel” 
can even be used in an effort to find worldly peace, but the 
peace sought not be of the Gospel. The children of God seek a 
peace founded on the Gospel and therefore are true peacemak-
ers and are blessed by being called sons of God. In the big 
scheme of things peace within churches and denominations can 
be nothing but a hiding of what brings true peace. Let us never 
forget that the true Gospel alone can bring true peace. Peace 

that is found apart from the true Gospel or with a watered-down 
version is something that will deceive souls into a false peace 
rather than find it. Those who are true peacemakers seek true 
peace with the true Gospel because that alone is the only 
method to find true peace.  

Richard Smith 
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Building Healthy Churches, October 29th 
At Tan-Tar-A Resort, Lake of the Ozarks 

Email Pastor Joseph Braden for more information at  
Justbyfaithalone@aol.com. 

 

FOUNDATION—What Our Churches Are Called to Do  
Session 1: Display God’s Gospel By Listening to His Word, 
Matt Schmucker  
 
CONSTRUCTION—How To Build  
Session 2: Preaching & Biblical Theology, Mark Dever  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
Session 3: Conversion & Evangelism, Jonathan Leeman  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
 
LIFE TOGETHER—How To Enjoy Life Together  
Session 4: Membership/Discipline, Matt Schmucker  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
Session 5: Leadership, Mark Dever  
                 Q&A—All speakers  
 

Biographies:  
Mark Dever serves as the senior pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in 
Washington, DC. A Duke graduate, Dr. Dever holds a M.Div. from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, a Th.M. from The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. in ecclesiastical theology from         
Cambridge University. He is the president of 9Marks Ministries and has 
taught at a number of seminaries. Dr. Dever has authored several books and 
articles. Most recently What is a Healthy Church? and The Gospel and Per-
sonal Evangelism (Crossway 2007). He and his wife Connie live and minis-
ter with their son, Nathan, on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.  
 

Matt Schmucker has served 9Marks as the executive director since 1998 
and gives oversight to the organization. He focuses on church and pastor 
consulting, conference planning, book editing, and speaking. He has served 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church since 1991—in administration and as an elder—
aiding Mark Dever in the vital work of renewing a local church. Matt gradu-
ated from the University of Maryland with a double major in finance and 
marketing and lives with his wife and five children in Washington, DC.  
 

Jonathan Leeman serves as director of communications for 9Marks. He 
writes or edits most 9Marks communications, including website content, 
9News, marketing material, and so on. Jonathan originally worked in jour-
nalism. Since his call to ministry, he has earned a master of divinity from 
Southern Seminary and has worked as an interim pastor. He is also working 
on his Ph.D. in ecclesiology. He lives with his wife and daughters in Che-
verly, MD. 

Missouri Baptist Pastor’s Conference 


